
June 2022

Dear Parents/Guardians of the Incoming 6th Grade Class,

Congratulations on completing the 2021-2022 academic year!

To help students maintain this year’s reading progress and retain critical reading skills, all
incoming sixth grade students must read the following one fiction/ nonfiction pairing for summer
reading in English Language Arts class. Purchasing a physical copy – rather than borrowing
from a library or downloading on an e-reader – is strongly encouraged.

You will be expected to complete the assignment and bring your books and handouts with you in
September. While reading, it is recommended that students take notes or use post-it is to
mark important passages, questions, predictions, or any other thoughts that will help
them to remember the story. After reading, please complete the attached questions
for your fiction and nonfiction novels.

When you arrive to school in September, please remember to bring your fiction and
nonfiction novels, and completed graphic organizers.
You will then use your graphic organizers and notes to help you complete an essay in
class. The graphic organizers and your essay will be your first Language Arts grades.

Enjoy your summer! I look forward to seeing you in the fall.
Happy reading!

Mrs. Carberry

Orphan of Ellis Island (810) by Elvira Woodruff
During a school trip to Ellis Island, Dominick Avaro, a ten-year-old foster child, travels back in
time to 1908 Italy and accompanies two young emigrants to America.

Immigrant Kids (1050) by Russell Freedman
America meant "freedom" to the immigrants of the early 1900s—but a freedom very different
from what they expected. Cities were crowded and jobs were scarce. Children had to work
selling newspapers, delivering goods, and laboring sweatshops. In this touching book, Newberry
Medalist Russell Freedman offers a rare glimpse of what it meant to be a young newcomer to
America.



Name:  ____________________________

Book: ______________________________

Author:  ____________________________

Fiction Book questions:

1. What did you find to be your favorite or the most interesting part? Why do you think so?

2: What questions did you have when you finished reading today?

3: How does the author bring you, the reader, into the story? Give specific examples.

4. How did the author describe the setting? What does the setting do for the story?

5: Who is your favorite character and why?

6: If you could be like any character in the book, who would it be and why?

7: What connections have you made in this book to other books, real life experiences, etc.?

8: What were you wondering about as you read the story?

9: Who is telling the story? How does that make the story for you, the reader?

10: How has a character in your story changed? What changed him/her?



Non fiction text

Name:

Title:

Author: _______________________________________

Illustrator/Photographer: _______________________________________
Type of Book:   Biography   Autobiography        Informational Text

Vocabulary: I learned these new vocabulary words and their meanings by reading this book.
Please choose 5 vocabulary words

Vocabulary Word

Definition In My Own Words

Vocabulary Word

Definition In My Own Words

Vocabulary Word

Definition In My Own Words

Vocabulary Word

Definition In My Own Words



Vocabulary Word

Definition In My Own Words

Facts: Write three facts that you learned from this book. Be sure to include good details!

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Interesting Details: What are two interesting things you learned from reading this book?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Questions: What is one question you still have about this topic?
____________________________________________________________________________


