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Dear Parents/Guardians of the Incoming 8th Grade Class,  

 

Congratulations on completing the 2019-2020 academic year!  

 

To help students maintain this year’s reading progress and retain critical reading skills, all incoming 8th grade students 

must read a short biography about Edgar Allan Poe and a set of paired texts on drive-in movie theaters. All summer 

work for English class should be completed independently and is due on the first day of school. 

 

As a simple introduction to our fall author study, students will read Gigliotti’s Who was Edgar Allan Poe?  (ISBN#:978-

0448-4831-15). To guide their reading and help them self-monitor their comprehension of the nonfiction text, 

students must complete a four-page packet of graphic organizers. The biography will prepare students for our mini-

unit on the horror genre, which will focus on tone/mood, suspense, unreliable narrators, and punctuation-based 

reading expression and fluency. 

 

Through Google Classroom, students will also read Gary Soto’s short story, “The Drive-In Movies,” and two nonfiction 

articles on the same topic. An email invitation to access the Google Classroom will be sent to students’ HNOM email 

addresses by July 1, 2020. Through the online platform, students will be able to read the story and articles, as well as 

complete multiple-choice and short-response questions on each text. The text set will allow students to practice 

making connections across genres. In addition, it will build the background knowledge that they will need to navigate 

the setting in The Outsiders, one of 8th grade’s main novel units. (Since the drive-in theater is making a comeback in 

our new reality, this topic study will also provide a third benefit: students will be able to find modern relevancy 

within our 1960s novel unit!) 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or comments 

throughout the summer at jbrown5578@hnomschool.org. Have a happy, healthy, 

and safe summer vacation! I look forward to working together to encourage 

learning and faith in our students this coming fall! 

 

 

Sincerely,  
 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Brown     
 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Brown     

English Language Arts Teacher, Grades 6-8 

90 S. Grove Street 

Valley Stream, NY 11580 

(516) 825-4009 
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